
 

 

 

Guiding Principles Concerning Music and Song 

 

1. According to the Constitution of the PCA the session of each congregation has the responsibil-
ity to oversee music and leadership in song in public worship. “The church Session is charged 
with maintaining the spiritual government of the church, for which purpose it has power to 
. . . exercise in accordance with the Directory of Worship, authority over the time and place of 
preaching of the Word and the administration of the Sacraments, over all other religious serv-
ices, over the music in the services . . . ; to take the oversight of the singing in the public wor-
ship of God. . . .”1 “The leadership in song is left to the judgment of the Session, who should 
give careful thought to the character of those asked to lead in this part of worship. . . .”2 The 
Session of NHPC in fulfilling its constitutional responsibility shall be guided by the following 
standards. 

2. In general, all music in public worship must be evidently consistent with the centrality of the 
glory of God, and the authority of the Word of God, in worship, to which the congregation, 
empowered by the Spirit, responds with sincere faith.3 Our Confession of Faith, summarizing 
the teaching of Scripture, states this fundamental principle with great clarity: “The whole 
counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation, faith and 
life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be 
deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added. . . . Nevertheless, we 
acknowledge . . . that there are some circumstances concerning the worship of God, and gov-
ernment of the church, common to human actions and societies, which are to be ordered by 
the light of nature, and Christian prudence, according to the general rules of the Word, which 
are always to be observed.” “But the acceptable way of worshipping the true God is instituted 
by himself, and so limited by his own revealed will, that he may not be worshipped according 
to the imaginations and devices of men, or the suggestions of Satan, under any visible repre-
sentation, or any other way not prescribed in the holy Scripture.” “By this faith, a Christian be-
lieveth to be true whatsoever is revealed in the Word, for the authority of God himself speak-
ing therein; and acteth differently upon that which each particular passage thereof containeth; 
yielding obedience to the commands, trembling at the threatenings, and embracing the prom-
ises of God for this life, and that which is to come.”4 

3. In particular, with respect to music in public worship: 

                                                        
1 BCO 12-5. 
2 BCO 51-4. 
3 1Cor. 10:31; John 4:24; Phil. 3:3; Heb. 11:6; Rom. 14:23. Cf. Calvin, Institutes, 3.20.31. 
4 CF 1.6, 21.1, 14.2. 



a. an accompanist must be: 

1) a member in good standing of New Hope, or of a congregation of the PCA; 

2) of sufficient spiritual maturity (in faith and life) that he or she will be able to help in 
worship without offense to the congregation; 

3) one who is not enticed by the desire for human recognition, but who, conscious of 
their ability as a gift of God, seeks to serve the congregation in worship; 

4) of sufficient competence on the instrument in question that the role as accompanist 
will be unlikely to detract from his or her faithful participation in the worship service; 
and  

5) of sufficient competence on the instrument in question to play with confidence; 
b. instruments of accompaniment must be: 

1) an aid to singing; 

2) subservient to the voice; 

3) subservient to the text; and 

4) able to mix appropriately with the other instruments already in use;5 

c. music of any proposed song must be: 

1) suitable to the sense of the text; 
2) suitable for congregational singing; and 

3) subservient to the text;6 

d. the text of any proposed song must: 

1) express Scriptural truth consistent with the summary of that teaching set forth in the 
Constitution of the PCA; 

2) be able to be sung with understanding;7 

3) express a response of faith on the part of those worshipping;8 and  

4) be addressed to God (in adoration, praise, confession or supplication), fellow believers 
(in instruction), or the world (in witness);9 

e.  any special music must be: 

1) presented as a circumstance attending another aspect of biblically warranted worship, 
and not as a separate activity; and 

2) must be suitable to the aspect of worship it attends. 

4. The Senior Pastor is authorized by the Session to act on its behalf in the selection and approval 
of songs and musicians according to these guidelines, subject always to the review of the 
Session. 

                                                        
5 1Cor. 14:26; 1Cor. 14:40; John 4:24. 
6 James 5:13; 1Cor. 14:33. Cf. Calvin, Institutes, 3.20.32. 
7 I Cor. 14:15.  
8 1Cor. 14:15. Cf. Westminster Directory For the Public Worship of God. “In singing of psalms, the voice is to 

be tunably and gravely ordered; but the chief care must be to sing with understanding, and with grace in the heart, 
making melody unto the Lord.” 

9 Rev. 15:3-4; 5:9-10; Eph. 5:18-19; Col. 3:16; 1 Cor. 14:24-25. 


